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President, and not merely acting-President. He had his
way, and the precedent he established has been followed
to the present day. ... At the first Cabinet meeting, he
had to confront another threat to his authority. He had
kept Harrison's Cabinet, and Webster, the Secretary of
State, tried to browbeat him into acting merely as the
presiding officer of a board, with a vote like everyone else,
but with the obligation of accepting the decision of the
majority. Tyler rejected this suggestion with finality, and
the Whig leaders began to realize that they had a problem
on their hands; but they were still confident of victory,
"Tyler dares not resist," exclaimed Henry Clay; "I'll
drive him before me." Tyler's reply to such threats was, "I
pray you to believe that my back is to the wall, and that
while I shall deplore the assaults I shall, if practicable,
beat back the assailants."
It proved to be practicable.    When Congress, under
Clay's   leadership,   repealed   Van   Buren's   Independent
Treasury Act, and then passed a bill creating a new Bank
of the United States, Tyler vetoed the bill on the ground
that the Constitution gave the Government no power to
create such a corporation within a State unless the consent
of the State had been obtained beforehand.    Clay secured
the passage of a second bill, providing for the creation of a
Bank of the United States within the District of Columbia
and permitting this bank to establish branches in the States
on conditions that were intended to satisfy Tyler's scruples.
But the conditions were too ambiguous and Tyler vetoed
this bill as well. The system of centralized finance was dead,
until the triumph of the Hamiltonians in the Civil War.
Similarly, when Congress passed a protective tariff, Tyler
vetoed it.    Congress then passed a tariff for revenue with
"incidental protection," and with provision for distributing
the surplus revenue among the States,    On the grounds
that it was merely a scheme for bribing the States into
accepting protection, Tyler vetoed this bill also.    When
Congress gave in and presented him with a low tariff bill
that had no distribution clause, Tyler signed it.
The third great feature of the Hamilton-Clay policy was
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